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The Bridge

“Bridging” the inner circle to the outer circles of the congregation and the community

Woodbridge Church of the Nazarene

Commitment to the Vision

100 years before America put a
man on the moon, the nation
accomplished another astonishing
technological feat: the completion
of the Transcontinental Railroad.
The ambitious transportation
route spanned the width of the
United States, connecting resi-
dents of America’s Pacific Coast
with those on the Atlantic Coast.
The newly constructed railway cut
travel time between New York
City and Sacramento, CA from six

months to five days.

The Transcontinental Railroad was
the vision of Theodore Judah, a
young civil engineer. He had done
the work necessary to chart its
route and to estimate its cost of
construction. Judah took it upon
himself to attach an actual strategy
to the dream of connecting the
East and West Coasts. He con-
fronted the problems of how to
navigate the railway through the
Sierra Nevada mountain range and
raising funds from private inves-
tors. As he was accomplishing all
of this, they nicknamed him
“Crazy Judah” because of the im-

mensity of his vision.

As chief engineer, Judah oversaw
the start of construction on the
Central Pacific railroad (the west-
ern portion of the Transcontinen-

tal Railroad). Tragically, shortly

Vision—Commitment—
Fulfillment

after the massive undertaking
commenced, Judah contracted
yellow fever and passed away.
Though he did not survive to car-
ry the project through to comple-
tion, the pathway of the Transcon-
tinental Railroad almost exactly
conformed to the route Theodore
Judah had originally set forth. Five-
and-a-half years following his
death, the last spike was ham-
mered into place, and Judah’s vi-
sion of a coast-to-coast railway

became reality.

It takes a Vision to see something
greater than you. That vision
must be analyzed and a plan devel-
oped. That plan must include a
strategy and procedures that must
be modified as needed. Of
course, that plan must then be
funded.

Athan Burch

Our Vision and purpose at Wood-
bridge Church of the Nazarene is
to “Make Christ-Like Disciples in the
Nations who are Real, Relevant, and
Relational.” Our strategy must
include how we can accomplish
this vision here in Woodbridge as
well as in the Nations. Just as
Judah utilized others to help with
research and recruiting financial
investors who would see the value
of the vision, we must also utilize
others with wisdom, insight, and
the fortitude to carry the vision
far beyond the life expectancy of

anyone of us.

Making Christ-like disciples re-
quires each of us to “Experience
Life Together.” One of the ways
we accomplish this is through Life
Groups. A Life Group is started
by someone or some small group
with a passion to be with people,
to become a Christ-like disciple,
and see others become Christ-like
disciples. It is more than a class
to present some information or
Bible knowledge. Bible knowledge
has never transformed a single life
by itself. Searching the Truth of
the Bible must be combined with
Sharing Life with each other
(allowing the Holy Spirit to not

only work on our minds,

[Vision continued on p. 4]
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Huperauxano (5232): Grow.
“To increase beyond measure”
is used of faith and love, in
their living and practical effects,
2 Thes 1:3. “And the love
every one of you has for each
other is increasing.”

The Bridge

Discipleship and Sunday School Education

February was the month of the
heart, in both love and health.
Not only was it the month that
we traditionally celebrate St. Val-
entine’s, but it was also National
Heart Health month. The month
came and went, the loving ges-
tures are memories, the candy is
all eaten, and the flowers faded;
what is left? How can we keep
the love from fading, the relation-
ships healthy? The Bible tells us
the greatest commandment is to
love God (Matt 22:38); it tells us
that God loves us so much He
gave us his son Jesus (John 3:16); it
also tells us that we are to love
one another (I John 4:12). We
are destined to be lovers! Jesus
also tells us to love our enemies
and pray for those who persecute
us. How do we balance that?
Loving God becomes so easy but
loving those who cause harm can
put us to the test. Are you being
challenged to grow in your love
for God and others? Are you
challenging your disciples to grow

in His Love? The only answer that

provides a balance is by maintain-
ing a healthy and viable relation-
ship with God. We need to strive
to be imitators of God and to live
a life of love (Ephesians 5:1). The
Church of the Nazarene published
an article (Dougherty, 2012) that
describes a simple “test” that you

can use to chart your growth.

Cynthia Davis

such as reading the scripture more
frequently, spend time with Him in
prayer, and join a small group or
Life Band. If you scored Moder-
ate, find someone that will mentor
you and help you climb to the top.
Continue with small group studies
and challenge yourself. If you are

at the Healthy Growth level, share

Growth Test

AM | GROWING MORE CHRIST LIKE

Scoring Guide:

No Growth

Some Growth
Reasonable Growth
Excellent Growth

your successes
with others,
praise God for
your growth,
and share the
love with those

that may need

Patience I 2 3 4 (growth toward)
Kind I 23 4 (growth toward)
Envy I 2 34 (growth away from)
Boastful I 2 3 4 (growth away from)
Proud I 2 3 4 (growth away from)
Rude I 23 4 (growth away from)
Self Seeking I 23 4 (growth away from)
Anger I 23 4 (growth away from)
Keep Record of Wrongs | 2 3 4 (growth away from)

Suggested Scoring

a word of en-
couragement
or wisdom.
Talk to your
ministry lead-

ers and see if

10-15  Shows little Growth ( you are at Plateau)

16-25 Moderate Growth( you are in the foot hills)

26-40 Healthy Growth (Mountain climbing territory, thank
the Lord for the current growth you are experiencing!)

there is some-

one that may

Take the test and check your
score. If you're at the Plateau

level, challenge yourself! Set goals,

need help
along the way. Share the Gospel
today. Who is discipling you and a

who are you discipling?

Women’s Ministry

We will kick this month off with
the Ladies’ Fellowship Breakfast
on Saturday, March 3, at 8:00°™.
All ladies are invited to join us for
breakfast at the Cracker Barrel in

Dumfries.

The Ladies’ Ministry Team will be
holding their monthly meeting on
March 5% at 7:00°™, at my home.
Any woman who attends our
church is welcome to come to
our meetings. For more infor-
mation or to pass on any ideas,

please contact me at 703-580-

5337 or

rebeccaborum@mris.com.

We are putting on our Mystery
Dinner this month. For those of
you, who have attended this in the
past, please do not spoil the
“mystery” for those who have not
attended. We are holding the
event on Saturday, March 24" at
5:00°™. Cost is between $15-$20.
Please arrive on time at my home,
15417 Duckling Place, Wood-
bridge. There will be a sign up

sheet in the foyer.

Rebecca Borum

Once again, | want to remind you
of signing up early for this year’s
retreat, which is September 28" -
30". There will be a cut off on
how many will be able to attend,
so let Pat Newcomb know if you
are even the slightest bit interest-

ed in attending.


mailto:rebeccaborum@mris.com
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World Missions

The Nazarene Missions Interna-
tional’s (NMI’s) prayer emphasis
for unreached people groups from
the Joshua Project is Mongol Chi-
na. The Joshua Project is a re-
search initiative seeking to high-
light an ethnic people group with

the least followers of Jesus Christ.

The Mongols, who consist of as
many as sixty separate Mongolian
tribes, are one of China’s official
nationalities. Through thousands
of bitter winters the Mongols have
lived in yurts (portable, tent-like
homes also called “gers”), racing
the horses, raising livestock, and

worshipping the forces of nature.

There are almost six million Mon-
gols scattered across a wide area
of northern China. Approximately
three times as many Mongols live
in China as in the nation of Mon-
golia. There has been significant
debates over how many are be-
lievers in Christ. Regardless, ask
the Lord to reveal his love and
truth to the Mongol people. Pray
that many will hear and receive
enteral life through Jesus Christ.
For more information see: http://
www.joshuaproject.net/people-
profile.php?
peo3=18603&rog3=CH (from the
NMI Prayer Mobilization Line.)

Jean Wertman

If anyone is interested in joining
the Mission group, please contact
Jean Wertman at 703-862-5928 or

jean.a.wertman(@gmail.com.

Men’s Ministry

Men: Who are you discipling?
Who is discipling you? As Chris-
tians, we need to be in a continual
relationship with other men,
learning more about “Searching
the Truth.” Just as in any area of
your life (work, education, your
family, etc), you become stagnant
if you aren’t learning. In your
Christian walk, you need to learn
more about Christ. Consider: at
work you want to stay up on the
current technology, information,
business climate and other key
areas of your business or profes-
sion. If you are an effective leader,
manager, or expert in what you
do, you also want to pass on what
you know to others on your team
and those less experienced than
you are. That only helps your
organization accomplish its’ mis-
sion. We need to be doing the
same thing in church. | enjoy

learning from other Christians, it’s

enlightening to hear other per-
spectives, hear a new insight, or

just learn from someone.

We have a vital ministry for men
in our church. Relevant, the minis-
try for young adults, has grown so
large that it is splitting into three
separate groups, meeting at differ-
ent times to meet the varying
needs of its’ members. The SALT.
ministry just started a new study
of the biblical doctrine of holiness.
We are planning for a Men’s Re-
treat (tentatively scheduled for 4-6
May) where we will not only
search God’s truth, but
“Experience Life Together.” So, I'll
ask the questions again: Who are
you discipling? Who is discipling
you? If you can’t answer the ques-
tions, consider how you should/
can get involved in a discipleship

relationship.

If you need information about an

lan O’Connell

event or if you have ideas for new

activities, send me a note

(ipocl @msn.com).

Surrendering All,
Living Transformed.

E I‘.lfi

P

Inspiring and guiding men
to become Christ-like

disciples


http://www.joshuaproject.net/people-profile.php?peo3=18603&rog3=CH
http://www.joshuaproject.net/people-profile.php?peo3=18603&rog3=CH
http://www.joshuaproject.net/people-profile.php?peo3=18603&rog3=CH
http://www.joshuaproject.net/people-profile.php?peo3=18603&rog3=CH
mailto:jean.a.wertman@gmail.com
mailto:ipoc1@msn.com
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Acts 5:43 Day dfter day, in the
temple courts and from house to
house, they never stopped teach-
ing and proclaiming the good
news that Jesus is the Messiah.

MAKING CHRIST-LIKE DiscI-

PLES IN THE NATIONS WHO

ARE REAL, RELEVANT, AND
RELATIONAL

The Bridge

Are You Contagious!?

It’s that time of year again! People
are sniffling and coughing, sneezing
and blowing their noses. At the
office, just about everyone has a
bottle of hand sanitizer on their
desk; one individual uses disinfect-
ant wipes to wipe down the office
door handles daily [eye roll].
There are signs posted in promi-
nent locations throughout the
office to provide instruction on
how to cover your mouth when
you cough or sneeze and how to
properly wash your hands. Folks
are concerned about being conta-
gious and spreading (or catching)

the latest ailment.

Can you imagine if we were to put
that much effort and attention
into being contagious in another
way!? In their book “Becoming a
Contagious Christian”, Bill Hybels
and Mark Mittleberg believe that

“God wants us to become conta-
gious Christians — His agents, who
will first catch His love and then
urgently and infectiously offer it to
all who are willing to consider it.”
God wants us to spread His
“grace and truth person to person
until there’s an epidemic of

changed lives around the world.”

Now, being this kind of contagious
isn’t quite as easy as just sneezing
on someone, but it isn’t much
more difficult either. When we
allow Christ to live in us and
through us every day, when we
allow His grace to govern our
actions and responses, when we
show love to others especially
because they don’t deserve it,
then “everyone will know that you
are my disciples”. (John 13:35 NIV)
His power and presence in our

lives will be undeniable and unmis-

Elizabeth Easterday

takable to those around us and
opportunities for spreading the
gospel will present themselves.
And we need to take advantage of
each and every opportunity be-
cause the Lord is “not willing that
any should perish but that all should
come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9b
NKJV).

Commitment to the Vision

[Vision from p. 1]

but also in our hearts).

Sharing Life is instrumental in
providing pastoral care one to
another. Serving others through
random acts of kindness (i.e.
Good Samaritan) is the Body of
Christ!

Each Life Group will follow Jesus’
Model of ministry — He invited 12
disciples to “follow Him” and their
lives were transformed by experi-
encing life with Him and each oth-
er. Our goal is to make Christ-
Like Disciples which is the same as
seeing lives transformed by the

Grace of Jesus. You will grow

your Life Group by inviting others

to join you.

To start a Life Group, send a mes-
sage to Pastor Athan

(aburch@woodbridgenaz.com)

and Cynthia Davis
(cynthiadavis2000@gmail.com)

and we will help you begin the

process. You are not alone, the
vision God has given us is bigger
than any one of us and we will
work together to accomplish it.
After all, it is God’s plan — so He

is with us as well.

Athan Burch


mailto:aburch@woodbridgenaz.com
mailto:cynthiadavis2000@gmail.com
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Being Thankful

Being thankful in the midst of des-
pair — how are we to do that? A
very good friend of mine taught
me how many years ago and | was
recently reminded of her teaching
during my devotions. She was
going through a very tough time,
but she found that by giving thanks
to God for the tough time, she
was able to better deal with her
situation. It is hard for us to be
thankful to God for those things

that we consider to be bad times.

It is hard for us to be thankful to
God when it feels like He’s not
blessing us like He’s blessing oth-
ers. But, we are not only to thank
Him for the ways He has blessed
us, but we are also to thank Him
for whatever is causing the despair
and pain in our life. By thanking
Him for it, we are giving Him the
glory prior to Him bringing us
through it. We are recognizing
that He is right there beside us

and even though it hurts, we know

Rebecca Borum

we'll be fine at the other end.
Thank God through it all, the
good and the bad times. Give

B Tnid hvays,

7%; continua”g;
Givc WM

in all circumstances,

for this is God's will for YOU

thanks in ALL circumstances!

in Clﬁristjesus.
1 Thess. 5:16-18

—

Ashes to Fire

Ashes to Fire — from Ash
Wednesday through Easter and on
to Pentecost Sunday—from peni-
tence to praise to power. This is
a |4-week journey seeking the
presence of Jesus Christ through

His Holy Spirit.

Ash Wednesday represents the
beginning of the Lent season. Lent
is the 40 days plus Sundays before
Easter. Lent is the season that
focuses us on who Jesus is and
what His sacrifice was. We are
offered the opportunity to identify
ourselves with Him through our
own sacrifices. They don’t earn us
anything, but they do offer us an
intimacy with Jesus. This sacrifice
is not just the giving up of foods,
TV, Facebook, texting, or even
Angry Birds. Lent is an opportuni-
ty for us to allow the Holy Spirit
to search our Body, Soul, and
Spirit for anything at all that is
creating space between Jesus and
us. Lent is an opportunity for us
to confess anything to Jesus that is

unholy, causing division in our

relationships, and keeping us from

growing in faith.

Take these days leading to Easter,
April 8", to remove any obstacle
to your intimacy with Christ, con-
fess them, and allow the Holy
Spirit of God to transform your

mind and conform your life to His.

If you have not received the Ashes
to Fire Year B companion devotion-
al book for this series, please con-
tact the church office. This daily
devotional guide uses a combina-
tion of scripture reading, prayer,
corporate worship, small-group
Bible study, and personal jour-
naling to enhance the Ashes to

Fire experience.

Athan Burch




Woodbridge Church of the
Nazarene

14001 Smoketown Rd.
Woodbridge, VA 22192
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Web: www.woodbridgenaz.com

E-mail: mgreen@woodbridgenaz.com

Making Christ-like
Disciples In The
Nations who are
Real, Relevant,
and Relational

Newsletter Contributions

We are looking for people willing to
contribute articles for future news-
letters. Articles could include inspi-
rational stories, devotionals, or
announcements. If you would like to
contribute something, please contact
Elizabeth Easterday at
Beth|Coy@verizon.net.

Who are you Discipling and Who is Discipling you?

Opportunities to Get Involved

Children’s Ministries
Timothy DeVine
tdevine
@woodbridgenaz.com

Discipleship & Sunday

School Education
Cynthia Davis
cynthiadavis2000
@gmail.com

Guest Ministries & Out-
reach
Rob Easterday
703-580-5896
Rob4OH@yverizon.net

Ladies’ Ministries
Rebecca Borum
703-580-5337
rebeccaborum@mris.com

Men’s Ministries
lan O’Connell
703-789-0034
ipocl@msn.com

Mercy Ministries
Carolyn Thompson
703-583-9992
carolyn_thompson001@
comcast.net

Missions
Jean Wertman
mommya2z@verizon.net

Prayer Needs
Melissa Green
703-670-2252

mgreen@
woodbridgenaz.com

Senior Pastor
Athan Burch
aburch@
woodbridgenaz.com

Young Adult Ministries
Rhiannon Turner
703-590-0372
rhiannon_burch
@hotmail.com

Youth Ministries
Laurie Morgan
lauriem0 | 9@hotmail.com

Calendar of Events

March 2012

Sundays ......Student Worship (6:00°™)
Tuesdays.....Young Adult Bible Study (7:00°™)
Wednesdays. Adult & Men’s Bible Studies (7:00°™)
Woednesdays/Fridays Teen Basketball (6:30°™)
3™..... Ladies Breakfast at Cracker Barrel (8:00°™)
4% Piggy Bank Offering for Alabaster Offering
5th..... Ladies Ministry Team Meeting (7:00°™)
9*"..... Parent’s Night Out

10t .. Men’s Breakfast at Old Country Buffet (7:30°")
.......... Church Work Day (9:00*™)

11 VBS Leaders Meeting (12:15°™)

13t .. ACTS Shelter Dinner

18" .. Go Green Party (12:00°™)

19*" .. Church Board Meeting (7:00°™)

24 . Children’s Quiz Meet

.......... Ladies Mystery Dinner (5:00°™)

27%... Missions Team Meeting (7:00°™)

31*... Mercy Ministries Trip to DC (4:00°™)

April 2012

I ..... Piggy Bank Offering for LINKS

2™ ... Ladies Ministry Team Meeting (7:00°™)
4% . Ladies Fellowship Dinner (6:30°™)
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